Chasing Secrets
by 
Gennifer Choldenko

Assignment #1

Vocabulary - In your own words define the following words, then use the word in a sentence.
gilded – page 1


revelers – page 1


[bookmark: _GoBack]fumigated – page 1


Comprehension – Use complete sentences to answer the following questions.

Explain why you think the author started the book with the three paragraphs on page 1.  (see a copy of page 1 below)
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CHASING SECRETS

SAN FRANCISCO, JANUARY 1, 1900

In the Palace Hotel, electric lights blaze as ladies in shimmering
gowns and gentlemen in black waistcoats waltz in a ballroom gilded
with gold. On the cobblestones of Market Street, revelers jangle
cowbells to ring in the new century for the city, the Pearl of the
Pacific.

In the bay, a steamer from Honolulu is fumigated, scrubbed, and
smoked—from the silk-seated parlors to the stinking steerage—and
given entry to the port of San Francisco.

At the dock, thick with the smell of fish, rats slip off the ship. They
scurry onto the wharf and climb the sewers to Chinatown.

One.

Two.

Three.

Four.
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